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A Short, Slow Life

for Suzie LeBlanc and Symphony Nova Scotia
duration: 8’30”

chamber ensemble version:

soprano
flute

oboe
clarinet in Bb
bassoon
hornin F
marimba

2 violins
viola

cello

We lived in a pocket of Time.

It was close, it was warm.

Along the dark seam of the river

the houses,the barns, the two churches, hid like white crumbs
in a fluff of gray willows and elms, till Time made one of his
gestures; his nails scratched the shingled roof. Roughly his hand
reached in,

and tumbled us out.

Elizabeth Bishop, mid-1950s

© Emily Doolittle, 2011/2013
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