
based on a poem by Eleonore Schönmaier

Emily Doolittle, 2015

for narrator, clarinet, violin, and cello
commissioned by the Musings Ensemble for Jamie McLaren

Migrations





Migrations
based on a poem by Eleonore Schönmaier
commissioned by the Musings Ensemble for Jamie McLaren

Instrumentation:

narrator (with frame drum)
clarinet (Bb and bass)
violin
cello

duration: variable, approx. 8'00"
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Motor Boat: Cover vent hole with adhesive putty. Clip a piece of cardstock over the end 
of the bell, so that it creates an unpitched rumbling/buzzing sound when (written) low C is 
played. (More details here: http://heatherroche.net/2014/03/24/on-bass-clarinet-preparations/)

 

Motor Boat: Loosely drape left hand fingers over the strings. Using lots of bow pressure,
play a low, unpitched scratch-tone. (An example can be found here at 0'44":
http://www.moderncellotechniques.com/bow-techniques/pressure-techniques/non-pitched/) 

 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Glissando from a higher pitch to a lower pitch. Lightly touch string with
fourth finger to create an artificial harmonic. Keep fingers the same distance apart during the glissando to 
automatically create a repeatedly descending "seagull" sound. (Examples of this technique can be found in Vox
Balaenae by George Crumb.)

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Play seagull-like sounds on detatched mouthpiece.  Add voice to 
create a grittier sound if desired.

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Glissando from a higher pitch to a lower pitch. Lightly touch string with
fourth finger to create an artificial harmonic. Keep fingers the same distance apart during the glissando to 
automatically create a repeatedly descending "seagull" sound. (Examples of this technique can be found in Vox
Balaenae by George Crumb.)

Play on a frame drum or other large-headed, open drum. Rub hand in a circular motion,  to create 
a continuous, ebbing and flowing, wave-like white noise sound. 

Narrator/frame drum:

Performance notes:

Cello:

Bass clarinet:

Violin:
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approx. 10-20"

Emily Doolittle, 2015

Migrations
commissioned by the Musings Ensemble

for Jamie McLaren 
Score in C

© Emily Doolittle, 2015

Eleonore Schönmaier

approx. 30-40"

Narrator

Frame drum

Clarinet in Bb/
Bass Clarinet in Bb

 Violin

 Violoncello

/

/
Rub hand in a circular motion on a frame drum or other large-headed, open drum to create a slowly ebbing and flowing white noise, p to mf. 
Play continuously throughout the entire piece without any pauses

/
Bass Clarinet

∑

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL
Detach mouthpiece and play gull sounds. If 
desired, add voice to create a grittier sound. 

p

/ ∑

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL
Play on D string. Start on a medium high 
pitch and glissando to a medium low pitch, 
with fingers a medium distance apart.

pp

gliss.

Continue playing gull sounds, with a bit of silence between retakes. 
Gradually, and not entirely systematically, start glissandos 
higher and end lower. 

/

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL
Play on D string. Start on a medium high 
pitch and glissando to a medium low pitch, 
with fingers a medium distance apart.

p

gliss.

Continue playing gull sounds, without too much silence between retakes. Gradually, 
and not entirely systematically, start glissandos higher and end lower. 

Oœ
œO

Oœ
œO
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approx. 30-40"
approx. 8"

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

 Vln.

 Vc.

/
Line breaks indicate more space between words.

The police squint 
    into the glare on the water
                                   looking         
                                       for small

mf (normal, clear speaking voice, easily 
      audible above the instruments)

/

/
mf

Continue Lesser Black-backed Gull.

niente

Reassemble clarinet.

&

/

High pitch to low pitch.

mf

gliss.

Gradually starting lower and lower, and becoming less frequent.

/

High pitch to low pitch.

f

gliss.

Gradually starting lower and lower.
Becoming less frequent, and fading to nothing.

niente

Oœ

œO

Oœ

œO
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approx. 40-50"

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

 Vln.

 Vc.

22

22

22

22

22

/
boats.

/

&

pp

MOTOR BOAT
Unpitched paper rumbling sound (as described in beginning of score). Swells last approximately 8-12", with a few seconds of silence between them. Play in overlapping alternation with the cello.

mf

∑

niente p f

∑

niente p mf

/

pp

Medium pitch to lower pitch.

gliss.

Becoming less frequent, and fading to nothing.

niente

&

/ ∑

MOTOR BOAT
Unpitched scratch tone on lower string, with left hand fingers loosely draped across strings (as described in beginning of score). 
Swells last approximately 8-12", with a few seconds of silence between them.  Play in overlapping alternation with the bass clarinet.

pp mf

∑

niente p f

∑

niente

?
 

~ ~ ~

Oœ
œO

~ ~
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4 h = 108 (q = q)

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

13

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

/
On a clear day   the lightkeeper     sees all the way to Algeria.

/

& ∑
niente

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
p

pizz.

∑ ∑ ∑
p

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
pizz.

p

/

/

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑
mp

&

? ∑
mp

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ
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22

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

31

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

24

24

24

24

24

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

/
Over his sofa hangs a tapestry woven by his grandmother

/

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
p

∑
p

?
p

∑
p

/
from red human hair.

/

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
mf mp

?
mf mp

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œb œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
Œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
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40

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

48

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

34

34

34

34

34

24

24

24

24

24

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

98

98

98

98

98

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

24

24

24

24

24

34

34

34

34

34

24

24

24

24

24

/

/

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
f

?
f

/

/

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
più f

∑

?

più f

∑

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ ™ œ ™ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ ™ œ ™ œ ™ œb œ œ œ ˙b ˙ œb œ œ œ

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ

˙b ˙ ˙ ˙b œ# ™ œnJ ˙ œb ™ œJ œ ™ œ#J œ œn
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57

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

66

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

24

24

24

24

24

34

34

34

34

34

78

78

78

78

78

34

34

34

34

34

22

22

22

22

22

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

34

/
Only the birds travel without papers. Though

/

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

?

/
often now their tiny legs  when they perch on the lighthouse railings are colour

/

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
ff

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
ff

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ ™ ˙ ˙

œ# ™ œnJ œ œb œ ™ œJ ˙ œb œ œ œb ™ ˙# œb œ œ œb ™
œ# ™ ˙

˙b

œœ
œn
b ‰ œœ

œj Œ œœ
œn
b ‰ œœ

œj Œ œœ
œn
b ‰ œœ

œj Œ œœ
œn
b ‰ œœ

œj Œ œœ
œn
b ‰ œœ

œj Œ

œœ œœ
j ‰ œœ Œ œœ

j ‰ œœ Œ œœ
j ‰ œœ Œ œœ

j ‰ œœ Œ œœ
j ‰ œœ
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76 approx. 30-40"

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

/
banded.

/

&

pp

MOTOR BOAT

mp niente p mf niente p f

& /

 arco

p

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL

gliss.

f niente

&

? /

 arco

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL

p

gliss.

f

O

Ó

~
Ó

~

œœ
œn
b œœ

œ Œ
O
œ

œO

œœ œœ Œ
O
œ

œO
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approx. 30-40"
78

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

 Vc.

/

/

&

niente p mp niente

To Bb Cl.

&

NORTHERN WHEATEAR
Performance directions
at beginning of score.

q = approx. 144 

 

Continue Northern Wheatear song, choosing each time which version to sing. 
Alternate with silences of approximately the same length as the song.

/
Continue Lesser Black-backed Gull. Getting lower in pitch, becoming less frequent.

Ó

~
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approx. 30-40"

Nar.

Dr.

B. Cl.

Vln.

 Vc.

/

/

&

WILLOW WARBLER
Performance directions
at beginning of score.

q = approx. 84 

Bb Clarinet

 
Continue Willow Warbler song, choosing song path anew each time.  Alternate with approx. 8-10" of silence.

&
Continue Northern Wheatear (song and silences).

/
Continue Lesser Black-backed Gull. Becoming less frequent and fading to nothing.

niente

?

16



°¢

°

¢

°

¢

any duration (30" or longer)

Nar.

Dr.

Cl. in Bb

Vln.

 Vc.

/

/

&
Continue Willow Warbler (song and silences).

&
Continue Northern Wheatear (song and silences).

?

SARDINIAN WARBLER
Performance directions at beginning of score.

 

very fast, e = approx. 252 

Continue Sardinian Warbler, alternating irregular lengths of song (2-20") with
irregular periods of rest (2-20")
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any duration (30" or longer)

Nar.

Dr.

Cl. in Bb

Vln.

Vc.

/

/

&
Continue Willow Warbler (song and silences). Gradually decrease in frequency and volume until, falling silent. 

niente

&
Continue Northern Wheatear (song and silences). Gradually decrease in frequency and volume, until falling silent. 

niente

?
Continue Sardinian Warbler (song and silences). Gradually decrease in frequency and volume, until falling silent. 

niente
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