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night black bird song
commissioned by SCI/ASCAP

for the NYU New Music Ensemble

duration: 7’30”

Percussion instruments:

rain stick - large (1 1/2 meters), with a deep, resonant sound

wave (ocean) drum -- medium sized

two bongos

conga

bamboo wind chimes

2 wood blocks - lower pitched, preferably a minor 3rd apart

temple blocks  - tuned to approximately E4, F#4, G4, A4

marimba

cowbells - smallest size (approx. 1 1/2 to 3 inches), tuned to A4, C#5, D#5, G5 B5, C6

Chinese opera gong -- highest pitc��hed, with a sound that bends upwards

Chinese crash (cymbal) -- lower pitched, sound does not bend

The percussion parts are divided as follows:

Percussion 1 -- wood blocks, temple blocks, marimba (shared with percussion 2), Chinese

opera gong (shared with percussion 3), Chinese crash

Percussion 2 -- rain stick, conga, marimba (shared with percussion 1)

Percussion 3 -- Chinese opera gong (shared with percussion 1), bamboo wind chimes, wave

drum, bongos, cow bells

© Emily Doolittle, 1999
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night black bird song

piccolo 1

commissioned by SCI/ASCAP

for piccolo, flute, and 3 percussion

without vibrato

e = 108

smz fade to nothing
(before rainstick)

smv
piccolo 2/flute

without vibratopiccolo

m fade to nothing
(before rainstick)

temple blocks

n
percussion 1

,
rain stick

percussion 2

turn rainstick

,
x
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percussion 3

Chinese opera gong

dampen with hands*
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let resonate (do not dampen)

bamboo wind chimes
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let fade to nothing x b v

sub. n

turn rainstick

c

perc. 3

to wave drum

© Emily Doolittle, 1999

let fade to nothing

* Hold firmly on the inclined part of the gong, just before the flat center, so that the pitch rises immediately and the sound decays quickly.
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fairly steady v to b background rain sounds
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set down rainstick as quietly as possible, move to conga
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