Conversation

for soprano and | | instruments

text by Eleonore Schonmaier
music by Emily Doolittle

2017






Conversation

based on poetry by Eleonore Schonmaier

for the St Andrews New Music Ensemble, conducted by Bede Williams
written with support from the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the Culture and Animals Foundation

Instrumentation: soprano, flute, oboe, clarinet in Bb, bassoon, horn, percussion (ocean drum), 2 violins, viola, cello, and bass
Duration: approx. 12'00"
Conversation

Are my thoughts so noisy they murmur
outside my body?—keening like distant

voices, like wind through buoys.
Each moment carries its own frame.

On the shoals | count fifty seals,
their grey pod-bodies entwined.

Is it their thoughts or mine
that | hear?—a longing

so ardent and spacious. The past
and its regret talks

back to me: panting, insistent, it holds
my hand. | eavesdrop in the lapse

between one wake-up call and the next.
What language emanates from the seals

as they pleasure in the sun? A vibration
shuddered in the air that lures

me back to or away from myself,
a conversation fetched home.

poetry © Eleonore Schonmaier, 2000
music © Emily Doolittle, 2018



Performance Instructions

Accidentals apply within a measure, box, or beamed group.

Wedge shapes (in grey or black) and diamond-shaped noteheads = unpitched wind/wave sound (produced with an unpitched "sss" sound in the voice part, by
blowing into the instruments in the wind parts, and by the ocean drum in the percussion part).

Boxed figures are notated proportionally/graphically rather than metrically. The note values within the boxed figures should be followed approximately but not
metronomically. Thick horizontal lines after the boxed figures means repeat the boxed figure fairly continuously. Thick dashed horizontal lines mean repeat
the boxed figure intermittently. Thin diagonal dashed lines between boxes mean play the boxed figures sequentially.

Once you've started on a boxed figure, always complete it. There's never a need to stop partway through.

IL111111in bass represents a crunchy/splintery sounds (like walking on sand), which is created by completely loosening the bow, placing bowhair on the wood on the
side of the bass, and rolling the bow stick across the bow hair. For a visual and audio example, see:

For a visual and audio example of the grace note to glissando figure in the strings (eg. m. 4), see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoKu7-AAnpo

Over each unmetered measure, [MEASURE = X| gives the timing for entire measure. (This does not have to be exact.) approx. X" over a dotted bracket gives the
timing for a silence or a figure or group of figures (which may occur within a measure or crossing over measures). A rest before a boxed figure indicates the amount
of time to wait before coming in with that figure. Dashed barlines indicate that one or more parts are metered within a larger measure.

If you have an questions, feel free to contact the composer at emilydoolittle@gmail.com
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‘Blow into flute to make unpitched air sound‘

wait approx. 4' before entering

*Accidentals apply throughout a measure, a beamed group, or a box.*

Conversation

for the St Andrews New Music Ensemble
written with support from the Royal Society of Edinburgh

and the Culture and Animals Foundation

Emily Doolittle
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‘Blow into clarinet to make unpitched air sound

wait approx. 3' before entering
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‘Invert mouthpiece and blow into horn to create white noise air sound‘

wait approx. 2' before entering
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"Crunch" sound, with approx. 5-6 crunches (fading in at beginning and
out at end), at a fairly steady (but not metronomic) walking pace.

approx. 5-6
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Wait up to 2" before beginning to play (don't try to enter exactly

together). play 8-12 times. Pitches can vary a little (within a semitone
or so). Gliss. interval is appox. a perfect 4th, also variable. Duration

of figure can vary a little too. Instruments should not try to align.

approx. 10"
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4 [MEASURE = 35" (to end of m. 5)]
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6  |MEASURE = 25" (to end of m.6)] approx. 12"

Fast trill (up a semitone), ending with lip-gliss down approx. el
a semitone. Starting pitch can vary a little (within a semitone).
Enter at close to the same time, but not exactly together. T
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[MEASURE = 28" (to end of m.7)]
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Vary tempo and rhyhtm slightly as desired.

MEASURE = 12"

10

Leave a little space between each repetition.

play 2-3 times
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30" (to end of m. 18)]

[MEASURE

Vary tempo and rhyhtm slightly as desired.
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some figures a little faster
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MEASURE= |6"

MEASURE = 14"

slowing (to slower than original tempo)

easing up a little

coming to a standstill
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