a chamber opera for mezzo-soprano, baritone, narrator
and five instruments, based on a Shetlandic Folktale

Emily Doolittle (music and libretto)
Peter Guy (libretto)



Jan Tait and the Bear

Full Score

Introduction

Music: Emily Doolittle

Words: Peter Guy and Emily Doolittle
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about the folk who lived in the North Isles of Shetland very many years ago when Shetland was part of the Kingdom of Norway.
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and ends with the arrival on the Isle of Linga Yell, which lies between Yell, Unst, and Fetlar, of an animal totally foreign
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Act 1, Scene 1
Fair in Urie
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Act 1, Scene 2

Come Along
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60, expressive, ominous

J

242

ﬁ\ [ 180
[ L En
| il
ﬂﬁur
i Do o
| Ahvy
[11]1) Al
‘ s
i A mw
[ |
p It i
T iﬁ e A
4(
»
1N |
e
)
e T E TR &
ﬁUQO# FUOO# H=p o] M=o,
1 1 1
e 1
NTTe
e Lt/ i
) ~ e
NP R P R
z g E g

p

pp

‘ Jan Tait strides in carrying a balance scale, with his bismar on one side and a stick of butter on the other. He looks ready for a ﬁght.‘
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Act 1, Scene 3

Troublemaker
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Sigurd replaces Jan Tait's bismar
with his own, which is much heavier,

throwing the scale off balance
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Act 1, Scene 4
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poco rit.

Jan Tait and Sigurd get into a fight,
hitting each other with their bismars

108 poco accel.
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Act 1, Scene 5

A Terrible Event

=88

313

|
o o %
o

e

=N juE
SRS
-
c
(]
>
[
() 1
2
=
£
[0}
i3]
1= L 1
wv
©
2
“
< |
I
¢
I
N
2 ||Hh-
- HES
- 2NDre A
e N,
s A =
< [
5 z 2
z 2 <
= BS
@]

pp

318

5
4

2
4

4
4

2
'4

Time passed and the islanders waited with dread in their hearts for the king to take his revenge.
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bringing Brok,

until one day a ship from Norway appeared

milk his cows, and churn butter,
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his punishment.

the king's guard, to tell Jan Tait
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Act 1, Scene 6
p—— mp——p

Are You Jan Tait
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Act 1, Scene 7

What Will Happen to Jan Tait
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[Brok enters, leading Jan Tait.
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Act 2, Scene 1

A Serious Day

‘Cunain opens on the king's court. The people (musicians) are talking and carousing.‘
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Act 3, Scene 1

Lonely Norwegian Mountains

with some freedom
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He looked in trees, on rocks, by rivers.
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Act 3, Scene 2
They Say There's a Bear About
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Act 3, Scene 3
I'm the Biggest Bear
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Jan Tait knew that if he fought the bear, he'd lose. If he wanted to win, he'd have to use his wits.
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light, simple, hypnotic

Act 3, Scene 4
Sleeping Spell
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Just off Fetlar was the small island, Linga Yell, which would make a perfect home for Jan Tait and the bear.
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The king heard of Jan Tait and the bear's escape, but he was so glad to be rid of them both,
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chance to see the bearand hear tales of Jan Tait's

oatcakes, and of course plenty of butter in exchange for the
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Act 4, Scene 2
The Story of Jan Tait
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Act 4, Scene 3

Epilogue
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