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clarinet (Bb and bass)

viola
percussion:
vibraphone
marimba
bass drum (small)
tambourine (large)
sleigh bells (2 sets, one for narrator)
metal wind chimes (also for narrator)
triangle (played by narrator)

duration: approx. 16°30”
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Accidentals apply to the whole measure (only to the octave in which they are
given), though reminder accidentals are given frequently.

In the vocal part:

dashed vertical lines connecting a note and a word indicate that the note and the
word should be lined up approximately (the word could occur several beats before
or after the note)

dashed vertical lines before a word indicate that the word should come after the
note the line is attached to

solid vertical lines connecting a note and a word indicate that the note and the word
should be lined up precisely

For ease of alignment, the percussionist, rather than the narrator, could speak the
words which are rhythmically notated.

Please contact the composer to obtain scores or parts, and notify her of any
performances. emilydoolittle@gmail.com



Why the parrot repeats human words
for narrator, clarinet, viola, and percussion
commissioned by the Canada Council for Meduse

Score in C
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Original story from "Ride with the Sun", edited by Harold Courlander for the United Nations Women's Guild © 1955 by McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc.
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Long ago, it was not the parrot which humans kept as a household companion, but the crow.
The crow was quick and bright, and could easily repeat human words.
What's more, he could use human language to express his own thoughts.
Human and crow passed their days in lively conversation. One was seldom seen without the other.
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(mm. 177 - 182 could be spoken by percussionist)
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The neighbour decided to take the matter to court.
This worried the farmer.
What if the judge listened to the crow?
What if the farmer got caught in his own lies?
He sat down to think.

He thought,
and thought,
and thought,

until he had devised a cunning plan.
[PAGE TURN]

12



very freely, as if unmeasured
(meters give approximate relative lengths of phrases, but this section should not sound counted)
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The farmer took a large brass pot,
and placed it over the head
of the sleeping crow.
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and waited for the entrance of the honored judge.
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Crow went to live in the forest, saddened by the loss of his human friends.
To this day, he wears black feathers as a symbol of his mourning.
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Time passed, and crow became comfortable living in the wild.
Though the pain of the betrayal never left him entirely, he thought less and less often
of his life among humans.
One day, he saw a new bird in the forest.
She was brilliant green and red, and sang a song crow had never heard before.
I am parrot, she said.
"I speak the language of humans, and have come from far away to be their companion."
"Welcome", said crow, "but please heed my warning.
I, too, speak human language, and for many years was human's favourite friend.
z z
F24 J=216 pmnp //////
7 | 1 | | | | | \
nar | g - " | | | | | | |
[Pt Humans housed me and gave me food, and we were together all our waking hours.
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We shared our thoughts, our secrets, our best ideas.
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If you want to be welcome in the human household
sweetly
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repeat only what humans tell you: never voice your own thoughts.
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