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Emily Doolittle

Ocean
snipe

(1 or 2 singers)

~15"

arcitc tern

(3 or 4 singers)

curlew
(2 or 3 singers)

sanderling
(4 or 5 singers)

© Emily Doolittle, 2011

Sia(2 or 3 singers)                                        
Unvoiced whisper, continued throughout the piece. Perform m (sounding v - b to audience). The singers on each part should be together, but the two parts do not need to align.

ban sionn achan sù mainn sùgh suail sad sàl sgalsamh tabh su ath adh si ubhl gun sgur gunstad

© Emily Doolittle, 2011

Gaelic
Sia(2 or 3 singers)          ban sionn ach an

etc.

Norse

Rib
(2 or 3singers)                                 bing er Strembing er Tuet l Jagg Heu jan Gref stur Krak l Ragg Rib
(2 or 3singers)             bing er Strem bing er

etc.

Waves 1

singers)
(4 or more 

Waves 2

singers)
(4 or more 

singers)
(4 or more 

Waves 3

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - -
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∫ ∫
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snipe

~15" ~45"

arctic
tern

curlew

sanderling

Sia                                       Gaelic
ban sionn ach an sù mainn sùgh suail sad sàlsgal samh tabh su ath adh si ubhl gun sgur gun stad etc.

Rib                          Norse

bing er Strem bing er Tuet l Jagg Heu jan Gref stur Krak l Ragg etc.

(h)oh

v
waves 1

~10"-15"

sound should be coordinated, but there can be some slight individual variation when switching from one vowel soud to the next. Take breaths individually as needed.

Unvoiced whisper. Push air through the vowel shapes indicated. Each complete wave motive takes 10"-20": exact length varies. The beginning and ending of each wave and the "chee" 

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b niente

(h)oh

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b niente

(h)oh

waves 2

(h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah

(h)oh

waves 3

chah (h)oh chah

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -
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snipe

the same time, but should not try to align with each other.

All birds: Singers of the same part should sing at approx.
~45"

h

~1'20"
v

     
Voiced, pushed 'h' sound (like a light 'huh'), connected, with a slight catch between 'h's. 

 Low-middle range. Sing once or twice, then wait 5" - 10" more before singing again.

hhhhhhhh

b

hhh

~1'45"

arctic
tern

ke

Unvoiced, percussive sound. Sing motive
2-3 times, then wait 10-15" before singing again.

~'50" n

      cha ke cha ke cha

curlew

~1'02"               
Rising, whistled glissandos, getting higher and faster thorughout. Perform motive 1-3 times,

 then wait 10-20" before repeating. One singer should start alone for about 10" before the other joins.

b v

sanderling

chi

High-pitched, fast, descending "chi" sound.
Perform 2-3 times, then wait 5-15" before repeating.

~1'30" A     
n

chi
chi

chi
chi

A
chi

chi
chi

chi

b

chi

Sia
Gaelic                                            ban sionn ach an sù mainn sùgh suail sad sàl sgal samh tabh su ath adh si ubhl gun sgur gun stad etc.

Rib

Norse                                   bing -erStrem bing er Tuet l Jagg Heu jan Gref stur Krak l Ragg etc.

(h)oh
waves 1

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b

(h)oh

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

n

(h)oh

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

n v

(h)oh
waves 2

(h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah

(h)oh
waves 3

chah (h)oh chah (h)oh chah

- - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -
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∫ ∫
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h
       

~1'45"

snipe

h h h h h h h h h h h

~2'15" Decrease frequency of occurence and volume of motives
~2'35"

~2'45"

ke
         

 frequency of occurence and volume.
Continue bird motives, slightly increasing

arctic
tern

cha ke cha ke cha

                curlew

~2'30"

chi

A
      sanderling

chi
chi

chi
chi

A
chi

chi
chi

chi
chi

~2'20"

Sia
Gaelic                                            ban sionn ach an sù mainn sùgh suail sad sàl sgal samh tabh su ath adhsiubhl gun sgur gun stad etc.

Rib

Norse                                     
bing -er Strem bing er Tuet l Jagg Heu jan Gref stur Krak l Ragg etc.

(h)oh
waves 1

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

n

(h)oh

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

m

(h)oh

b

(h)ah (h)ee chee

m b

(h)oh
waves 2

(h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah

(h)oh
waves 3

chah (h)oh chah (h)oh chah

- - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -
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snipe

~3'15" - 3'30"

arctic
tern

curlew

sanderling

Sia
Gaelic                                            ban sionn ach an sù mainn sùgh suail sad sàl sgal samhtabh su ath adh si ubhl gun sgurgun stad

niente

Rib

Norse                                     
bing -er Strem bing er Tuet l Jagg Heu jan Gref stur Krak l Ragg

niente

(h)oh
waves 1

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b

(h)oh

niente

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b niente

(h)oh
waves 2

(h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah

(h)oh
waves 3

chah (h)oh chah

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -
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0"

1

Emily Doolittle

Storm

10 singers

(minimum)

Upper line represents a clucking, popping, or tsking noise, made by pulling tongue from roof of mouth. Each Part 1 singer should do this in the way he or she 
finds most resonant and most comfortable. All start very slowly and speed up (to fastest sustainable speed at 1'10"), but singers should not try to be in time with 
each other. Lower line represents rubbing hands together in a circular motion. Start slowly and increase speed towards 1'10".

10" 20" 30" 40" 50"

x

2
(minimum)

5 singers

Unvoiced (fricative) 'h' sound, beginning at 
approx. 15". Take individual breaths as needed.v

hhh fff

Switch to 'f' sound (between ~25" 
and 35", not all at the same time.)

 

3
5 singers

(exactly)

© Emily Doolittle, 2011

v

along the way. The tessitura of the whistles can rise towards 1'10".
shape, with more descent than ascent, and plenty of wandering

Overlapping whistles, approx. 2" - 8", ad lib. Begin one at a time, and 
wait ~4" before the next singer enters. Generally follow an arch-like 
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∫ ∫ ∫ ∫

'''

∫ ∫ ∫
50"

1
1'00" 1'10"

ad lib. for as long as desired. If you extend 
it, you may wish to lengthen the ending too.

Optional: This section can be continued

1'20"

Gradually slow towards the end.

1'30"

. niente

2 fff

.

hhh

Switch back to 'h' at approximately 1'20".

niente

b

Stomp (individually, alternating feet), starting slowly and gradually
speeding towards 1'10". Begin fading out stomping, adding increasing silences between groups of stomps.

.

÷
! = Jump, in unison, on 1'10", then continue stomping.

niente

3

.

Drop out one by one.

niente
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≈s Ω

≈s Ω

≈s ≈ Ωs

Emily Doolittle

solo

Lament
0" 15" 25" 30"

1

Parts 1-3: Very slow (e = 30-60). For each part, singers enter one by one, at own speed, after time indicated. Each singer wait 5"-20" before singng

again. There should be a continual, overlapping texture, with occasional, brief silences. Notes connect smoothly, with varying degrees of portamento. 

singers)
(min. 4

Oh      
c-v

2

singers)
(min. 4

Oh
     
c-v

3

© Emily Doolittle, 2011

Oh

singers)
(min. 4

c-v

     

!

!

!
! çs

≈s

≈s

≈s

Ω

≈

Ω

Ω

Ωs

E çs ≈ ç çs Ω E çs ≈ ç çs ç ≈s ≈
çs˙ Ω R çs˙ ç çd Ω

30"

oo

v
Freely and expressively (durations and dynamics are guidelines, but need not be followed strictly). Slightly faster than chorus parts (e = very approx. 72)

oo oo

b
,

oo

,

oo

v

oo

~55"

Oh
      

Oh
     

© Emily Doolittle, 2011
Oh
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E

≈s

≈s

≈s

çs ç ç

≈

Ω

Ω

çs˙ ç

Ωs

çs˙ ≈ R çs˙
ç çs˙ ç çs˙ ç ç

˙ ≈d E
ç Ωd R

ç ≈d Ωs

~55"
moving forward

oo

b

oo

n

oo

slowing

oo

b ~1'25"

Oh
      

b

     
Oh

b

Oh
     

b

!

!

!

! E

≈s

≈s

≈s

ç ≈d

≈

Ω

Ω

≈s

Ωs

≈s E ç çs Ω
3

~1'25"

oo

b b

oo

~1'35" ~1'50"

Oh
      

v

Oh
     

v

Oh
     

v
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√ o

W o

W o

√ o

Q

E o

∫ o

W o

∫ o

E o

E o

W o

∫ o

∫ o

E o

E o

∫ o

W o

∫ o

E o

W o

∫ o

E o ∫ o

√ o

√ o

√ o Q

Q

Q Q

Q

Q

ksh

1

n

Rody Gorman

Play Song

Percussive, unpitched "ksh" sound, like water splashing. This part could also be 
improvised, with the conductor or singers spontaneously deciding who will sing next.

as fast as possible (at least eo =120), playful

ksh ksh ksh ksh

Emily Doolittle

2

ksh

n

ksh ksh ksh

© Emily Doolittle, 2011

3

ksh

n

ksh ksh ksh
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çs ç ç ç çå çs çå ç o

Q

Q

çs ç ç ç çå çs ç
˙ ç o

Q

Q çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

ç o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

ç ç

ç ç

ç o

çs o

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

çs o

ç o

çs ç
˙

E o

E o

ç o

1

Fhad

n

's a bhios càch thall a cur

b

Air a' bhall

n

choi se mun fhonn,

b

2

Fhad

n

's a bhios càch thall a cur

b

Air a' bhall

n

choi se mun fhonn,

b

Mar

3

b

a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a bu dùth 's dàl

n

ton àl, Mar

sempre

a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl,

- -

- -
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11

çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

ç o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

ç
˙

ç ç çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç

ç

çs

çs ç çs

ç
˙

çå

çs o

çs o

çs çå

E o

E o

ç o

çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

ç o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

ç ç

ç ç

ç o

çs o

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

çs o

ç o

çs ç
˙

E o

E o

ç o

Seo

n
1

sinn a' plubraichgunsgur

b

'S a' slois

n

readhan cois nantonn

b

Fhad

sempre

's a bhioscàch thall a cur Air a' bhall choi se munfhonn,

Seo

n
2

sinn a' plubraichgunsgur

b

'S a' slois

n

readhan cois nantonn

b

Fhad

sempre

's a bhioscàch thall a cur Air a' bhall choi se munfhonn,

Mar

3

a budùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a budùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl,

- - - - -

- - - - -
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çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

ç o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

ç
˙

ç ç çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç

ç

çs

çs ç çs

ç
˙

çå

çs o

çs o

çs çå

E o

E o

ç o

∫ o

W o

E o

E o

∫ o

∫ o

E o

E W

E o

∫ o

E o

W o

∫ o

∫ o

E o

W o

∫ o

E o

E o

∫ o

Seo

1

sinn a' plu braich gun sgur 'S a' slois readh an cois nan tonn ksh

unpitched "ksh" sound, as at beginning

n

ksh ksh

Seo

2

sinn a' plu braich gun sgur 'S a' slois readh an cois nan tonn ksh

n

ksh

Mar

3

a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl, ksh

n

ksh ksh

- - -

- - -
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12

çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

ç o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

ç ç

ç ç

ç ç

çs ç

ç

ç

çs ç ç

ç o

ç

çs çç

çå

çs o

ç o

çs ç
˙

E

E

ç o

ç
˙

ç
˙

çs

çs

ç
˙

ç
˙

çs ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

ç o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

ç ç

ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç

ç

çs

çs ç çs

ç
˙

çå

çs o

çs o

çs çå

E o

E o

ç o

n

'S gun

1

a bhithruith air an

b

tràigh Ach ri

n

bli an ach mun

b

t-sàl Air

sempre

sgeir an gri an an àigh Mar as du al is dùth don àl.

n

'S gun

2

a bhithruith air an

b

tràigh Ach ri

n

bli an ach mun

b

t-sàl Air

sempre

sgeir an gri an an àigh Mar as du al is dùth don àl.

Mar

b
3

a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a bu dùth 's dàl

n

ton àl, Mar

sempre

a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl, Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl,

- - - -

- - - -
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çs çs ç

çs ç ç

çs ç ç çs

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

çs o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

çd çd

çs ç

ç ç

çs ç

ç

ç

çs ç ç

ç o

ç

çs ç ç

çå

çs o

ç o

çs ç
˙

E

E

ç o

ç
˙

ç
˙

çs

çs

çs˙

çå

çs ç ç çs

çs ç ç

ç ç ç

çå

çs o

ç o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

çd çd

ç ç

'S gun

1

a bhith ruith air an tràigh Ach ri bli an ach mun t-sàl Air sgeir an gri an an àigh Mar as

'S gun

2

a bhith ruith air an tràigh Ach ri bli an ach mun t-sàl Air

sempre

sgeir an gri an an àigh Mar as

Mar

3

a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl

- - -

- - -
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13

ç ç ç

ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç

ç

çs ç ç

ç
˙

çå

çs o

çs o

çs çå

E

E

ç o

çd çd

ç ç

ç ç ç

ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç

ç

çs ç ç

ç
˙

çå

çs o

çs o

çs çå

E o

E o

ç o ª•

ª•

ª• E o

E o

E o

E o

E

E

çd çd

ç ç

¡™•

¡™•

¡™•

Q

ç ç ç

ç ç ç

çs ç ç

ç

ç

çs ç ç

ç
˙

çå

çs o

çs o

çs çå

E o

E o

ç o

du

1

al is duth don àl. Mar as du al is duth don àl. Mar as du al is duth don àl.

du

2

al is dùth don àl. Mar as du al is dùth don àl. Mar as du al is dùth don àl.

Mar

3

a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl Mar a bu dùth 's dàl ton àl

- - -

- - -
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E o

W o

∫ o

∫s o

E o

W o

∫s o

E o

E o

∫s o

W o

∫s o

E o

E o

∫s o

∫ o

E o

W o

E o

∫ o

W o

E o

∫s o

∫s o

E o

E o

W o

∫ o

∫ o

E o

√s o

√s o

√s o

1

ksh ksh ksh ksh

2

ksh ksh ksh ksh ksh

ksh

3

ksh ksh ksh ksh ksh
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∫

∫

∫

∫

∫

∫ ∫

∫

∫

≈ Ω

≈ Ω

∫

∫

∫

≈ Ω

∫

≈

∫

Ω

∫ ∫

∫

∫

Q

Q

Q

Q

Emily Doolittle

1

Very smooth. Use portamento (of varying lenghths) where indicated, and elsewhere as desired. Soloists should be spatially separated within the choir formation.

seals

Chorus
freely, unmeasured 

e = approx. 52-92
~10" (length of section, not time elapsed).

ah

solo v

(min. 3)

~12-15" ~2"

seals

(min. 3)

solo

ah

2

v

3
seals

(min. 3)

solo

ah

v
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seals

(min. 3)

solo

ah

4

v

(h)oh

waves
c

(min. 4)
1

Unvoiced whisper. Each wave approx. 10-20". Waves follow their own pattern (aligning with other waves, but not with seals or page turns).

(h)ah (h)ee chee

v

(h)oh

c

(h)ah (h)ee chee

v

(h)oh

waves

2
(min. 4) (h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah

(h)oh

waves

3
(min. 4) choh (h)oh choh
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∫

∫

∫

∫

∫

ç

∫

çs ç Ω

ç

∫

∫

∫

çs ç Ω

ç çs ç Ω

ç çs

∫

∫

∫

ç Ω

∫

∫

∫ ∫

∫

∫

Q

Q

Q

Q

1

ah

solo v
seals

b v
~15" ~2"

2

solo

ah

v b v

3

solo

ah

v b v

4

solo

ah

v b v

(h)oh

c

1

waves

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b

(h)oh

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b

(h)oh
2

(h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah

(h)oh
3

choh (h)oh choh
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ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

∫

∫

çs

çs

çs

çs

ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

≈

Ω

Ω o

·

∫

∫

∫

çs Ω o

çs Ω

çs

∫

∫

∫

≈

çs

∫

≈

≈

≈

≈

∫

∫

Ωf

Ωf

Ωf

Ωf

∫

∫

∫

W

W

W

W

1 1
3 3

3 3

3 3

3 3

tutti

ah

v
together

seals

1

ah

each part independently

n
all move together from G to F#, (slurred but no portamento)

 

b ~18-20" ~2

tutti

ah

v
2

ah

n b

tutti

ah

v

3

ah

n b

tutti

ah

v

4

ah

n b

(h)oh

v
waves

1
(h)ah (h)ee chee

n

(h)oh

v

(h)ah (h)ee chee

b

2
(h)oh (h)ah chah (h)oh (h)ah chah

(h)oh
3

choh (h)oh choh
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ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

∫

∫

çs

çs

çs

çs

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

∫

∫

∫ ∫

∫

∫

E

E

E

E

ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

∫

∫

çs

çs

çs

çs

ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

ç

ç

ç

ç

∫

≈

≈

≈

≈

∫

∫

∫

çs

çs

çs

çs

≈

≈

≈

≈

ah

b
seals

1

ah ah

Each singer sings this motive individually (not aligned).

b

      
turning to seal howls

~25-30"

ah

b
2

ah ah

b

      
turning to seal howls

ah

b
3

ah ah
      
b turning to seal howls

ah

b
4

ah ah

b

      

(h)oh

v
waves

1
(h)ah (h)ee chee

n

(h)oh

b

(h)ah (h)ee chee

n

2
(h)oh (h)ah  chah  (h)oh_ (h)ah chah

(h)oh
3

choh (h)oh choh
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∫

∫
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∫

∫

∫

∫

∫

∫

∫

∫ ∫

∫

∫

mv
seals

Overlapping, individual seal howls. (Depending on number of singers, you may want to limit each singer to one or two howls.)

1

v

~25-30"
or longer

m

2

v v

m

3

v v

m

4

v v

(h)oh

b
waves

1
(h)ah (h)ee chee

m

(h)oh

b

(h)ah (h)ee chee

n v

(h)oh_
2

(h)ah chah (h)oh_ (h)ah chah

(h)oh
3

choh (h)oh choh
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∫
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ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

ç

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

≈

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

seals

1

chee

unvoiced (force air through as in a whisper)
align with "waves" singers

v

ah

~15"

b

      
v

ah

~30"

niente

2

(h)ee ah

v b

      
v

ah

niente

3

(h)ah  ah

v b

      
v

ah

niente

(h)oh

4

ah

v b

      
v

ah

niente

(h)oh

v
waves

1
(h)ah (h)ee chee

b niente

2
(h)oh  (h)ah  chee

niente

(h)oh
3

 chee

niente


