The Wise Daughter

for narrator, violin and piano
commissioned by Talespin

based on a Jewish folktale, retold by Emily Doolittle

Emily Doolittle
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Once upon a time there were two friends, a tailor and an inkeeper. They spent as much time together as they could, drinking tea, playing backgammon,
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The king welcomed them, and plied them with fine food
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And there can be nothing sweeter

sweetly # }‘3 4{ bg

a little slower,with rubato
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My donkey must be the fattest: he eats apples all day until he can't walk.
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These were good answers.

The more he thought about them,
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He asked for a day to think, and headed towards home, turning the questions over and over
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Usually he felt himself to be pretty smart, but the answers to these questions eluded him.
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The innkeeper knew they'd be hard to beat.
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than the honey from the hive at the edge of my garden."

in his mind.
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neither em,

? naked nor clothed;

Again the innkeeper

pty-handed nor bearing a gift.
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which flew immediately up into the sky.

When she saw the king she gave him the dove,
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The pair became renowned for their kindness and wisdom:
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The king was so amazed with the daughter's solution to his request that he invited her to move to the palace and help him rule over the land.

She accepted, and there was much merry-making.
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