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smv

Emily Doolittle, 1999

night black bird song

piccolo 1

commissioned by SCI/ASCAP
for piccolo, flute, and 3 percussion

without vibrato

e = 108

smz fade to nothing
(before rainstick)

smv
piccolo 2/flute

without vibratopiccolo

m fade to nothing
(before rainstick)

temple blocks

n
percussion 1

,
rain stick

percussion 2

turn rainstick

,
x

b
percussion 3

Chinese opera gong

dampen with hands*

m

let resonate (do not dampen)

bamboo wind chimes

, x

3
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Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q
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Q
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Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

3

3

3

3

3

pic. 1

pic. 2

perc. 1

perc. 2
let fade to nothing x b v

sub. n

turn rainstick

c

perc. 3

to wave drum

© Emily Doolittle, 1999

let fade to nothing

* Hold firmly on the inclined part of the gong, just before the flat center, so that the pitch rises immediately and the sound decays quickly.
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Q

Q

Q
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˙ R E

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q
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Q Q

Q

Q

Q

3

3

3 3 3

3

pic. 1

 is almost silent
pause until rainstick

pic. 2

wood blocks

perc. 1

n ,

rainstick almost silent -- just occasional drops
perc. 2

turn rainstick

sub. m
x

perc. 3
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ÇÇ ç Ç ÇÍ çf ÇÇ ç ÇÇ ç

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q ÇÇ ç

W

Ç ÇÍ çf ÇÇ

ÇÇ

ç

ç

Ç Ç

Ç ÇÍ

ç

çf

Q

Q

Q

ÇÇ ç

E

Ç ÇÍ çf W

Q

Q

Q

5

fi
1
fi

1
fi

1
fi

1

fi
1

fi
1

smv
pic. 1

smz b

*
insistent

pic. 2

b

insistent
*

perc. 1

perc. 2
almost nothing

c

perc. 3
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ÇÇ ç

W

Ç ÇÍ çf

Q

Q

ÇÇ ç Ç ÇÍ çf W

Q

Q

Q

ÇÇ ç

W

Ç ÇÍ çf ÇÇ ç

E

ÇÇ ç

E ∫
˙

Q

Q

fi
1

fi
1

fi
1
fi

1
pic. 1

b

pic. 2

perc. 1
3

n

3

n

uneven crescendo, with small variations up and down

perc. 2

* grace notes on beat

n b

perc. 3
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3

çs çs ç ç çs ç ç ç ç ç R R
ç ç

Q

Q

Q

E

ç çs çs çs ç ç ç ç
ç ç

R E

Q

Q

R ∫ ∫ E W

Q

Q Q

Q

Q

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

pic. 1

n

lively, sweet

pic. 2

perc. 1

temple blocks

b

3

perc. 2

fairly steady v to b background rain sounds

perc. 3 x
wave drum

v

roll drum slowly and smoothly

v - b swellings of sound, blending with rainstick
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E ∫ ∫ R R ∫ ∫ ∫ ∫ R

Q

Q

W
çs çs ç ç çs ç ç ç

Q

Q çd çd ç o

ç ç ç o

çs çs ç o

çs çs ç o W

çs ç çd ç ç ç çd çs çs ç o

Q

3 3 3 3

3 3 3

pic. 1

b

smooth

n b

pic. 2

lively, sweet

n b

smooth

perc. 1

n
perc. 2

(v - b)

(v - b)

perc. 3

nv v

roll faster, moving to foreground slower, blending with rainstick
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çs ç çd ç ç ç çd çs çs ç o çs çd ç ç ç ç çd çs R ç ç ç ç

Q

Q

çs ç çd çs R ç ç ç ç ç ç çd çs W

Q

Q

2 1 2 1 2 1

n

pic. 1

b n v n v n v

pic. 2

perc. 1

(v - b)

perc. 2

m

speeding
slowing

perc. 3

v
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çs çd ç ç ç ç çd çs R ç ç ç ç

R

çs ç çd çs R

∫
˙ E

ç ç ç ç ç ç çd çs

Q

Q

Q

Q

E ∫ ∫ o R T ∫ ∫
o
T E

Q

Q
2 1 2 1 2 1

pic. 1

n v

pic. 2

n v n v

perc. 1

low wood block

n

temple blocks

n

perc. 2

(v - b) (b)

,

speeding slowing

perc. 3
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Q
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Q
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3 5

3

3 3

3

3

pic. 1

pause until silent

smv

pic. 2

perc. 1

perc. 2
almost nothingx

perc. 3
almost nothingx
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ÇÎ Ç ç Ç ÇÍ çf ÇÇ ç ÇÇ ç

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q ÇÇ ç Ç ÇÍ çf ÇÇ ç ÇÇ ç

Q

Q

E

çs çs

çs çs

ç ç

ç ç

çs ç

çs ç

∫ ∫ ∫

R

∫

ç ç

W

ç ç R

∫ ∫ T

E

E

fi
1
fi

1
fi

1
fi

1 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3

3

3

b
pic. 1

insistent

n

lively, sweet

pic. 2

n

lively, sweet

perc. 1

m n

perc. 2 c
beginning slowly

perc. 3 c v
steady, rainy background sound, with small swellings
of sound between v and b
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W

çs çs ç ç çs ç ç ç

ç ç ç o

çd çd ç o

çs çs ç o

çs çs ç o

Q R ∫
˙

çs ç ç ç çd ç çd

E

çs çs ç o

W

çs ç ç ç ç ç çd çs R ç ç ç ç

Q

2 1 2

3 3 3 3

pic. 1

b

smooth

n b n v n
pic. 2

smooth

b

perc. 1

low wood block

m

perc. 2

sub. n

steady decrescendo

sub. m

(v - b)

perc. 3
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W

çs ç çd çs R ç ç ç ç ç ç çd çs W

E R T T ∫∆

Q

E

W

∫ o ∫ ∫ ∫

çs ç ç ç ç ç çd çs W

E

∫ ∫ ∫ ∫ E

çs ç ç ç ç ç çd çs

1 2 1 2 1

2 1

3

pic. 1

v n v n v

pic. 2

n v

perc. 1

temple blocks
3

b n

perc. 2
fade to nothing
x

perc. 3

(v - b)
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E çs ç ç ç ç ç ç çs W

Q

Q

Q

Q

E T
∫
∫ ∫ ∫ ∫ ∫

Q

Q

Q

Q

E çf
ç
ç R W

W

Q

Q

Q

Q

W E

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

2 1

3

53

pic. 1

n v
pic. 2

marimba

m
perc. 1

n

4:5

v
perc. 2

set down rainstick as quietly as possible, move to conga

(c)
perc. 3

b let fade to nothing

tap lightly on drum

c
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Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Q

Q

Q

Q

pic. 1

pic. 2

perc. 1

perc. 2
conga

c

medium speed, irregular tapping with fingers

v tapping, v - b

v
perc. 3

almost nothing
roll drum and tap slowly and lightly with fingers

x v

increase speed of tapping, continue
tapping and rolling, making v - n
swellings of sound
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E T ∫ ∫ R R ∫ ∫ T E

Q

Q

Q

R

W

çs çs E W

E R ∫ ∫ R

Q

Q W E çs çs R

Q

Q

Q
çs çs ç ç çs ç ç ç T ç R ç E

Q

Q

Q

£¢

£¢

£¢

£¢

£¢

£¢
3

3 3 3 3 3 13 13

3 3

pic. 1

n
pic. 2

n

lively, sweet

n

perc. 1

n

wood blocks

perc. 2

(v - b)

perc. 3

(v - n)

3

£¢
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£¢
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Q
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R E W
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E R
çs çs ç ç çs ç ç ç R

§•

§•

§•

§•

§•

§•

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q T

∫å R

çf çf ç ç

W

T
ç ç ç ç

Q

Q

Q

Q

R
∫
∫ ∫ R E R

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

3

3 3 3 3 3

3 3

3

3

pic. 1

eo = 84
shrill

,sub.

v
pic. 2

n

perc. 1 temple blocks

m
perc. 2

gradually stop tapping (following decay of wave drum)

nothing ,

perc. 3
nothing

stop tapping and rolling, let sound decay naturally
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T

E o

∫å E

çf çf ç ç
T

E o

ç ç ç E

ç ç ç ç

¢¢

¢¢

¢¢

¢¢

¢¢
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Q

∫å

çs çs

R

ç ç

E

çs ç ç ç

W

ç ç E
ç ç

™¢

™¢

™¢

™¢

™¢

™¢

Q

Q

ç çs çs çs E

§•

§•

§•

§•

§•

§•

Q

Q

Q T

E

∫å E

çf çf ç ç

çf
ç
ç

E o

ç

E o

ç ç T

Q

Q

Q
¢¢

¢¢

¢¢

¢¢

¢¢

¢¢

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3

pic. 1

,

e = 108 eo = 84

,

pic. 2

n

lively, sweet

b
n

3

3
b

,

perc. 1

b ,
resume tapping

perc. 2

v - b

stop tapping abruptly (cut off by temple block)

perc. 3

resume tapping and rolling

b - n

stop tapping and rolling abruptly (cut off by 
temple block), put wave drum down silently,
move to bongos
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¢¢

¢¢

¢¢
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W

W

T ∫ oå ∫ o ∫ ∫

Q

Q

Q

Q W

W

çs çs

∫ ∫

ç ç çs ç ç ç

∫ o ∫ o ∫ W

ç ç ç o

çd çd ç o

çs çs ç o

çs çs ç o

Q

E

çs ç çd ç ç ç çd

T

çs çs ç o

∫ß R E

çs ç ç ç ç ç çd çs R

E

ç ç ç ç

Q

Q

2 1 2

3 3 3 3

pic. 1

e = 108

b

smooth

n b n v n

pic. 2

n

lively, sweet

b

smooth

perc. 1

n m b

low wood block

n

perc. 2 v
slowly accelerando

perc. 3 v

tap on lower bongo
slowly accelerando
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E

E

çs ç çd çs R

T ç oå

ç ç ç ç ç ç çd çs

çs ç ç ç ç ç çd çs

R

R

R

ç çf ç

ç çd ç ç

E

çå

ç ç çd çs R

R

Q

W

E

çs ç ç ç çs ç çd çs E

R p ∫
˚

R

W

∫ ∫

çs ç ç ç

∫

ç ç ç çs R

Q

1 2 1 2 1

2 1 2 1 2 1

pic. 1

v n v n v

tap on both bongos

pic. 2

n v n v n v

m bperc. 1

b

temple blocks

n
(continuing to accelerate)

perc. 2

n

(gradually slowing)

perc. 3
(continuing to accelerate)

n

(gradually slowing)
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çs çs

R

ç ç

E

çs ç
ç ç

Q

Q

R

W

∫

çs çs R

Y ç o ç o

E

∫

ç p çf çå

R p

∫

çs ç

R

ç ç

∫
˚

E

∫

ç ç
ç ç

∫ p ∫

Q W

R

∫
˙

∫

çd çd ç o

Y

R

ç o ç o
ç

E

∫

çs çs ç o R

W

∫

E

T çf T

çs çd ç ç ç ç çd çs R

E

∫

R

ç ç ç ç2 1 2

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

5

pic. 1

n v

smooth

n
pic. 2

n

lively, sweet

b

smooth

b n m bperc. 1

b3 v

vperc. 2

c, cresc

hit conga with hand

perc. 3 v
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E
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∫

çs ç çd çs R

∫ ∫l

R

∫

çf ç ç R

∫ ∫l

ç ç ç ç ç ç çd çs

çs ç ç ç

E

W

∫l

∫

ç ç çd çs R

∫ ∫l

R

∫l

∫

∫ ∫l

çs ç

ç çd ç ç ç ç çd çs R

∫l

ç çs

∫ ∫l

∫ ∫l

çs çs

çs ç ç ç

∫l

ç ç

çs ç çd çs R

∫ ∫l

∫ ∫l

ç ç E

E

∫l

∫ ∫l

∫ ∫l

E

∫l

ç ç

∫ ∫l

∫ ∫l

ç ç

Q

1 2 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

2 1 2 1 2 1

3

pic. 1

v n v n

lively, sweet

pic. 2

n v n v n v

v

c

perc. 1

(b, cresc.)

perc. 2
hit conga with palm on first r, roll fingers on second r

perc. 3
hit lower bongo with hand

v, cresc.

hit bongo with palm on first r, roll fingers on second r

(n, cresc.)
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ç çs çs ç ç
˙

çd çd ç o
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∫ ∫
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∫ ∫
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R

çs çs ç o

∫ ∫

∫ ∫
l l

∫ ∫
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çd çd ç

E

∫ ∫

∫ ∫
l l

∫ ∫
l l

ç çs çs ç

Q

3 3 3 3

pic. 1

b

smooth

pic. 2

b

smooth

perc. 1

(m, cresc.)

perc. 2

(m, cresc.)

roll fingers, alternating lower and higher pitch

perc. 3

(m, cresc.)

roll fingers, alternating lower and higher bongo
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E
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˙
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∫ ∫

R

R

R

R

R Q

Q

Q

Q

Q W ÇÏ Ç ç Ç∑ çf

Q

Q

Q

Q

3
2

1

1 3

3

3

3

pic. 1

pause until silent e = 152

n v

playful

*

pic. 2

,

(,)

perc. 1

.

(,)

perc. 2

.

to marimba

(,)

perc. 3

.

to bamboo wind chimes
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ÇÏ Ç ç

W

Ç∑ çf ÇÇ ç

E

Ç∑ç

R ∫å

Q

Q

Q
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Q

Q

Q

Q

ÇÏ Ç ç

R o ∫
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ÇÇ ç
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˙

∫ o

Ç∑ç

Q

Q

Q

2
1

2
1

2
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2
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2
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n v
pic. 1

n v n v n v n v

pic. 2

perc. 1
b

v n

perc. 2

perc. 3
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3

5

pic. 1

piu m

startled
3

n

lively, sweet
e = 108

pic. 2

piu m

startled
3

n

lively, sweet

perc. 1

b n b

perc. 2

marimba

m n
perc. 3

* grace notes before beat
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pic. 1

smooth

b n v n

pic. 2

smooth

b

perc. 1

v

perc. 2

perc. 3
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pic. 1

v n v n v n v n

pic. 2

perc. 1

b n v

perc. 2
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perc. 3

!

"

!

"

"
98

R

E

çs ç çd çs R

çs çs ç ç

∫ ∫ ∫

R

∫
˙

E

R

çd çd ç

çs ç ç ç ç ç çd çs R

E

çf ç
ç

ç çs çs ç

ç ç ç ç

ç
˙

E

ç

ç ç çd çs R

R

Q

R o

W

W

R

W

Y çf oß

çd çs E

E

W

W

W

W

W

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

1 2 1 2 1 1 3

3

3

3

3

pic. 1
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pic. 1

e = 152 playful

n v

pic. 2

perc. 1

perc. 2

bamboo wind chimes

perc. 3

fairly steady b - n

(stop chimes gently with arm, hold as silent as possible until next entrance)3
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